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Farm-to-School Request for Proposals
The Sustainable Whatcom Fund Advisory Committee of the Whatcom Community Foundation (WCF) is supporting Whatcom County school districts with grants and technical support to encourage farm-to-school development.  Support is available for two types of projects:

1. The establishment of a District level Farm-to-School Task Force, Wellness Committee, or other body that can offer Food Service Directors the support they need to incorporate local healthy food into school meals.  Models and technical assistance will be provided to help the applicant identify what they believe would be most appropriate.  Funding is available to facilitate the organization of a district farm-to-school task force and/or to support the projects of a coordinating group.
2. Facilities improvements, staff training, or technical support that will result in: 
a. Development of relationships with one or more local food producers

b. Increased capacity for processing and using locally grown products

c. Increased quantity of local healthy food purchases

d. Increased education of staff, students, and parents about the benefits of eating locally produced healthy foods

e. Increased sales of school lunches that include local products, thus increasing the economic viability of school meal program.

f. Establishment of policies that support farm-to-school activities

Grants will be given for up to $5000.  Please consider the funding your project actually needs, which may be less than $5000, and apply for this amount.  It is our hope that these programs will have the potential to be sustainable over the long term and we recognize that multi-year (2 – 3 year) funding may be needed to achieve this.  Larger projects will be considered, please contact us for information about these options (contact info below).  
Note:  Funding can not be granted to an individual.  Grants can only be made to a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization (e.g., PTA, school district).
Instructions:

· Email or call stating your intent to apply to:  info@whatcomfarmtoschool.org; (360)325-6002
· Please answer the questions on the Request for Proposals form below and provide the appropriate signatures.  On a separate page, present a specific budget and explain how funding will be used.
· Follow the application guidelines:

· Observe all word limits as indicated

· Use 9 point or larger type size 

· Please maintain basic format of application

· No supplemental information accepted

· Submit a draft proposal for feedback by the 25th day of the month before final proposals are due (i.e., Jan. 25, April 25, July 25, Oct. 25).
· Submit one copy of your final proposal by email, along with a signed hard copy, by the 7th day of the month proposals will be reviewed (i.e., Feb. 7, May 7, Aug. 7, Nov. 7) to:
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Whatcom Community Foundation 

Sustainable Whatcom Fund Committee

119 Grand Avenue, Ste. A   

Bellingham, WA  98225 

Whatcom Community Foundation Sustainable Whatcom Fund

Farm-to-School Request for Proposals
Program/Project Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Brief Program/Project Summary: ______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of Primary Contact: ____________________________  Job Title:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________

School District: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________  
Telephone:
 ​​​​​​​​____________________________________Email:  ___________________________________
Address:
 ______________________________________________________________________________

Amount Requested: $__________________________

Tax ID#:
 _______________________________  Is your organization a 501(c)3?  Yes:  _____   No:  _____

If you are not a 501(c)3 , please identify your fiscal sponsor and provide a letter of agreement:
Fiscal Sponsor: __________________________Address:_______________________________________________

Contact Person:__________________________Email:___________________________Phone:________________

Which type of project are you applying for?  (check one or both)

___ The establishment of a District level Farm-to-School Task Force, Wellness Committee, or other body

___ Facilities improvements, staff training, or technical support

Describe your goals, hopes, or projected outcomes for this project, and how you will achieve those goals. (limit 400 words)
Signatures of key people supporting this proposal (please print and sign).  Add more lines as needed.
(Note:  It is essential that your district Food Service Director is informed, involved, and supportive of this application.) 

Print Name



Signature


Job Title

_______________________________
___________________________   ______________________________

_______________________________
___________________________   ______________________________

_______________________________
___________________________   ______________________________

Present a specific budget listing the amount of funding you are requesting and describing how it will be used in this project.
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Contact Mardi Solomon with any questions. 


email: 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@whatcomfarmtoschool.org" ��info@whatcomfarmtoschool.org�


Tel:	(360)325-6002
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