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Donor Spotlight  

the joy of philanthropy 

Glenn and Janice Butler have lived and raised their three 
children in Whatcom County since 1994.  They opened a 
donor advised fund at the Whatcom Community Foundation 
as a way to support the Foundation in our goal of encouraging 
philanthropy. They felt that it was an easy way to set up family 
giving in advance with “one check tax planning.” 

With the help 
of community 
members working 
with the Board 
of Directors, 
the Foundation 
distributes 
grants based on 
community needs, 
opportunities 
and, in the case 
of donor-advised 
and designated 

funds, donor goals. Thanks to a growing pool of funds, we 
are able to make grants to improve Whatcom County’s quality 
of life through literacy programs, violence prevention, 
environmental education, service learning projects, youth and 
family services, community arts programs and much more.

Janice serves on the Mount Baker Theatre Board as well as 
the Campaign for the Arts Board while Glenn serves on the 
Whatcom Community Foundation board. Glenn says “We have 
seen first hand the opportunities that funds maintained at 
the Foundation have encouraged and supported.  Indeed, we 
are often supporters through both our time and our money on 
those opportunities.”  Hats off to our philanthropy partners 
like Glenn and Janice for investing in our community.

Grant Recipient  
North Cascades Institute

North Cascades Institute is a 21-year old local conservation 
organization that is nationally renowned for educational 
excellence. The mission of the Institute is to conserve and 
restore Northwest environments through education. The 
Institute operates many of its programs at North Cascades 
Environmental Learning Center, a new $11-million residential 
facility located on the shores of Diablo Lake in Whatcom County. 

Mountain School, the Institute’s award-winning environmental 
education program for 4th through 12th grade students, takes 
place at this stunning wilderness campus. Since 1989, over 
12,000 local students have participated in Mountain School, 
making it a rite of passage shared by many area residents. In 
this unique program, students spend three days and two nights 
with their class, teacher and parent chaperones, learning about 
biology, geology and the natural and cultural history of the area. 

Students spend time 
outside, experiencing 
these lessons close-up 
and hands-on, making the 
experience meaningful 
and memorable in a 
way that complements 
and enhances standard 
classroom learning.

The Whatcom Community 
Foundation made a 
commitment to support 
the participation of 
Whatcom County schools 
in Mountain School. 
This commitment to 
the community ensures 

that a new generation of residents grow up knowing more, and 
therefore caring more, about the natural world around them. 
This support is critical to the important work North Cascades 
Institute does, and helps us to achieve the goal that all students in 
Whatcom County receive high quality environmental education, 
regardless of their income level and resources.

Grant Recipient |  Endowed Fund  
Northwest Youth Services 

Northwest Youth Services’ Transitional Living Program (TLP) 
provides supportive housing to formerly homeless youth 
for up to 18 months. Some of the youth served have “aged 
out” of the State’s foster care system at the required age of 
18, but are not yet ready 
to live independently. 
In addition to housing, 
TLP provides case 
management, educational 
support, life skills 
instruction, employment 
support and access 
to medical, dental 
and behavioral health 
services, including drug 
and alcohol interventions. 
The agency currently has 
16 slots in its Whatcom 
County program and 
generally has a waiting list 
for beds.

TLP uses a positive youth 
development approach. 
Youth feel a sense of 
belonging, master 
key tasks, followed by 
incremental steps to independence and, finally, generosity, 
and a commitment to giving back to the community based on 
their strengths. Many TLP youth are socially isolated upon 
arrival. Some have only had those paid to be with them in 
their life.

 With support from the Foundation, NWYS is implementing 
a “Life Skills through Service” project that engages TLP 
participants in both individualized service learning and 
group project work to give back to others. One youth, 
for example, is serving on Whatcom County’s Homeless 
Youth Task Force that will shape the County’s 10-year plan 
revisions. Group projects in world health and environmental 
improvements are being designed. A “life coach” mentoring 
component is envisioned for phase two of the project, since 
most mentoring programs will not match with older youth. 

Community Par tnership  
Ferndale Library Fund 

The Ferndale Library Fund is a vital community 
partnership for the Whatcom Community Foundation. 
The Fund was initially established in late 2005 by an 
anonymous donor to support efforts to replace the old 
library with a new facility. The current building is 15 years 
old and has limited square footage to serve existing needs 
and will be unable to meet the future demand being placed 
on it by a rapidly growing community. 

The Foundation was selected by the donor to manage their 
community investment because we have the capacity to 
provide the services they needed. We also have a track 
record of community partnerships such as the Depot 
Market, the Fairhaven Village Green and the South Fork 
Community Fund and a commitment to helping people 
ensure that their dreams become a reality. 

The Foundation has been participating on the steering 
committee charged with making this dream of a new library 
become a reality along with the City of Ferndale, Whatcom 
County Library System and the Library Task Force and 
Friends of the Ferndale Library. We look forward to working 
on this long-term project and seeing it succeed. 

Community Par tnership  
The Campaign for Arts

The Campaign for Arts (CFA) is leading the private side of a 
public/private partnership to realize downtown Bellingham's 
emerging Arts District. The CFA is responsible for raising $ 8.6 
million in private donations for the project and the Whatcom 
Community Foundation is serving as the fiscal sponsor for 
the CFA. In this role the Foundation is responsible for CFA 
fundraising accounting and management and for overseeing 
the endowments for the Mount Baker Theatre and the Whatcom 
Museum of History & Art.

The CFA board of directors is a unique and effective 
collaboration of the Mount Baker Theatre, Whatcom Museum, 
the Foundation and other community leaders actively 
supporting local arts activities. The public partners are the City 
of Bellingham and the Bellingham-Whatcom Public Facilities 
District (PFD). Combined, the partners will invest more than 
$30 million in capital improvements to the Whatcom Museum 
and the Mount Baker Theatre, build endowments to support 
future operations of these key Arts District icons and support 
select Arts District projects, including streetscapes.

Of the $8.6 million, $4 million will be invested in the PFD 
sponsored projects' capital improvements. Another $4 million 
will grow endowments to help ensure the Museum and the 
Mount Baker Theatre have sufficient operating income, in 
future years, to sustain the programming that enriches the lives 
of Whatcom County residents and visitors of all ages. 

The Foundation's fiscal sponsorship provides valuable support 
services that allow the CFA board to focus their efforts on 
making the campaign and the project a success.

Donor Spotlight 
Northwest Radiologists

Northwest Radiologists was passionate about developing 
a means to become more involved with and connected to 
the good works in our local community. After researching 
several options, they found that the Whatcom Community 
Foundation is the perfect vehicle to help them achieve 
this laudable dream. They can focus on providing critical 
healthcare services, while the Foundation provides the 
services to help them realize their philanthropic goals. 

 “Looking forward, we are very excited about making 
positive impacts on the health and well-being of 

Whatcom County 
residents through 
our fund and the 
guidance of the 

Whatcom Community Foundation,” said Dr. Jason Stoane 
of Mt. Baker Imaging and a new board member of the 
Whatcom Community Foundation.

The Foundation is pleased to be able to support these 
notable local healthcare providers in their role as 
philanthropic leaders in the business community. Their 
commitment to Whatcom County beyond their own work 
is impressive and we are honored to be involved in this 
exciting new partnership. 

Janice & Glenn Butler
Board Members, Mount Baker Theatre and 
Whatcom Community Foundation

Donors Over $500  
Aaron & Susan Hakeman
Honoring Joyce/The David Morse Family
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Alexandra Wiley
Jean Gorton
Millage Living Trust
Andrew & Andrea Evans
Jeanette & Bob Morse

Morse Distribution, Inc.
Anne Marie Morse
Jim & Priscilla Brotherton
Morse Steele Services
Bellingham Farmers Market 		
	 Association
John & Janeen Jenkins
Mount Baker Theatre
Bellingham Public Library

John & Susan Edgar
MSST Foundation
Pat Foley  
Bellingham Travel & Cruise
John & Theresa Kingman
Orman & Frances Darby
BP Foundation, Inc.
John Day 
Julie Johansen & Robert Moles

Buckley Robertson
Patricia Decker & Jack Delay
Carolyn Peterson
Peoples Bank
Charlene & David Warren
Karen Sloss
Puget Sound Energy
Chuck & Dee Robinson
Kenneth & Marcia Culver

Randy & Jan Bode
City of Bellingham
Key Foundation
Raymond Nelson & Loraine Boland
Craig & Karen Funston
Kristi Marchbanks 
John Moles/Moles Family Funeral Home 
D.C. Morse & Jan Marchbanks
Richard Eggemeyer & Caryn Friedland

La Fiamma
Rick & Ann Kaiser
Douglas Jacobsen
Lairmont Piano Series
Riverstyx Foundation
Dunham Gooding & Sheilagh Brown
Langabeer, Tull & Lee P.S.
Robert & Sheila Goodwin
Evan & Hazel Wright

Leopold Hotel LLC
First Reformed Church
Lighthouse Mission Ministries
Roger Lee
Frances & Orman Darby
Loch & Susan Trimingham
Ruth Flucke
Gary & Jean Barnett
Lynden Tribune

Samuel’s Furniture, Inc.
George & Mary Ann Drake
M.A. Rikard Charitable Trust
Susan & Phil Sharpe
Glenn & Janice Butler
Maren Larson
Susan Bennerstrom
H. A. & Kristin Van Schelt
Mary Boire & Kevin Jones

Tasha Dunn
Halverson Saunders & Willner, PLLC
Mauri Ingram & Lee Eberhardt
The Archer Group P.S.
Michael Petryni & Cheryl Crooks
The Halliday Family
Thomas A. Livesay & Amanda Haralson
Whatcom Educational Credit Union

Madrona Society 
Leaving a Legacy for Whatcom County

Owen Olsen 
Larry Berghoff 
Rick & Linda Luke 
Marty & Gail Haines
Joe & Judy Coons 
Jean Gorton 

Marge Laidlaw & Scott Wallace 
John Watts & Joan Casey 
Gail Weiss & Dennis Smith 
George & Mary Ann Drake 
Stephen A. Peters 
John D. Stephens


