






PEOPlE | Donor Spotlight 
dAVid & JAymE CurlEy diSCOVEr  
“A wEAltH OF pOSSiBilitiES”
When David and Jayme Curley opened their donor-advised 
fund a few years ago, they were looking for a good way to share 
their windfall with the community. What they didn’t know at 
the time was how much 
they would learn about 
all of the exciting things 
organizations are doing 
here in Whatcom County.

 “It feels wonderful to 
donate what you can 
to the community you 
live in.” Jayme said. 
“The community foundation really amplified that for us. They 
provide so much information about what is happening and what 
makes the place tick. You get a picture in your mind of how this 
community is knit together, and what needs to happen.”

Since 2010, the Curley Family Fund has supported fifteen 
diverse organizations and projects including Pickford Film 
Center, Animals as Natural Therapy, the Bellingham Food Bank, 
Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center, and ReUse Works among 
others.

Working with the Foundation has changed their approach to 
giving. According to David, the Foundation staff helped them 
to be bolder in what they support, “The payoff for us is we 
wouldn’t have known about 90% of the projects that we have 
heard about through the Foundation. That is a benefit.” Jayme 
agrees, adding, “We discovered such a wealth of possibilities 
here. The community foundation is doing a lot of research that 
an individual really can’t do. It gives you a big leg up into what 
each organization is trying to do. It makes the giving much more 
informed. It feels good to know that the community foundation 
has done the work to research each project.”

David said that another thing they really enjoy is, “Being able to 
connect with the actual people who are doing the work. You get 
more feedback on what is happening and what has worked. This 
is hands on. You know that your gift is making a difference, and I 
feel really invested in it all.”

Jayme sums up their experience this way, “It really is a good 
feeling to make a difference. You guys do all the work, and we get 
to have all of the fun. We have really enjoyed it!”

PlACE | Building Vibrant libraries 
AS A plACE FOr tHE COmmunity   
to meet, learn and access technology, community 
libraries are a vital component of a healthy community. 

People. Place. Possibilities.

nEw FErndAlE liBrAry prOJECt  
gAinS ExCiting mOmEntum
In collaboration with the City of Ferndale and the Whatcom County 
Library System, the Foundation has been assisting library supporters 
in raising the $5.4 million needed to build a new library in Ferndale. 
The project has experienced incredible momentum in the last twelve 
months with a $1,000,000 challenge match, and a $500,000 grant 
from the Washington Community Economic Revitalization Board 
in December of 2012. Phillips 66 also pledged $25,000 towards the 
project in December. Thanks to these major contributions, the New 
Ferndale Library will likely break ground in 2013.

A nEw Fund EStABliSHEd FOr 
BEllingHAm puBliC liBrAry
After receiving a bequest, the Bellingham Public Library (BPL) opened 
an endowment fund through the Foundation in 1997. In 2012, the BPL 
Board of Trustees debated the merits of starting their own foundation, 
or establishing a fund through the Community Foundation. 
After learning about the breadth of expertise and the benefits the 
Foundation offers, they chose to establish a fund. The Friends of the 
Bellingham Library made the first major gift of $50,000. Shortly 
after that gift, the fund grew by another $25,000 with a gift from an 
anonymous donor.

Whatcom Community Foundation



wHAtCOm HillS wAldOrF SCHOOl  
Devoted supporters of a Waldorf education and parents of 
graduates, Rodd and Janie Pemble worked with school leaders 
and the Community Foundation to launch two funds. Now, other 
parents, grandparents and others can contribute!

“Whatcom Hills Waldorf School gave our kids an outstanding 
foundation. They have a solid grounding in education, the arts 
and an appreciation of their place in the world. Along with 
their classmates, they have gone on to thrive in high school and 
beyond.  We wanted to help preserve the high caliber Waldorf educational experience and the school itself, 
so that other kids have the same opportunities.” – Rodd & Janie Pemble, Lead Donors

wHAtCOm FArm tO SCHOOl  
Thanks to generous support from the Foundation’s Sustainable 
Whatcom Fund, Whatcom Farm-to-School has grown 
tremendously since starting in 2009. In 2011, all eight school 
districts joined forces to launch a county-wide Harvest of the 
Month Program that features a Whatcom-grown fruit or vegetable  
on the school lunch menu, as well as educational materials 
for students, teachers, and parents.  Local schools have spent 
more than $40,000 on local food through this program which is 
consistently the most popular day for school lunch purchase. 

pEEr tO pEEr  
Bui lding a Stronger nonprof i t  Community
Whatcom Council of Nonprofits (WCN), a program of the Community 
Foundation, helps to strengthen local nonprofits by building 
relationships, sharing resources and communicating the vital role of 
nonprofit organizations in our community.  Dozens of nonprofit leaders 
enjoyed free training on topics from social media to board development 
via WCN’s brown bag lunches. WCN’s website and electronic newsletter 
also help inform and connect local organizations with opportunities, 
resources and information.

POSSiBilitiES |  A glimpse into a few of this year ’s investments  
in our community Jean Kershner

KeyBank Foundation

Pamela & Kenneth Kiesner

Steven & Margie Kimberley

Daniel Kirkman

Karl & Edwina Kleeman

Marge Laidlaw & Scott Wallace

Estate of Francis Joseph & Dorothy Lang

Sandra Lange

LAW Advocates

Michael & Mary Jo Lewis

John & Cheryl Macpherson

Jon Sitkin & Shari Mays

The McCampbell Family

Jeffrey & Debra McClure

McEvoy Oil Co.

Metcalf Hodges, PS

Fred & Milissa Miller

Estate of George W. Miller

John Moles:  Moles Family Funeral Home

D.C. Morse & Jan Marchbanks

Robert I. & Jeanette Morse

David & Lynn Mowat

Richard & Pam Muehlhausen

Robin Mullins & Lynn McKinster

Phil & Melanie Multop

Steve & Rene Ness

NorKa Recreation

Joyce & John Pedlow

Rodd & Janie Pemble

David & Susan Peterson

ConocoPhillips Ferndale Refinery

Chris Phillips & Maggie Mamolen

Melvin & Frances Poad

PolicyLink

Bill & Jan Polinkus

Riverstyx Foundation

RMC Architects, PLLC

John Peregrine Rodgers & Leslie     

     Elizabeth Dorsett

Thomas Rodgers

Milton & Sharon Schayes

Mark & Erin Schlichting

Susan Sharpe

SQHS Class of 2011

Squalicum High School ASB

St. Luke’s Foundation

Jim & Peg Stewart

Jason & Chi-Na Stoane

Thomas & Cheryl Thornton

Loch & Susan Trimingham

Bob & Diane Trunek

The Unity Group

Hank & Kristin Van Schelt

Walton Beverage

Helen Warden

Marty & Libby West

Whatcom County Rotary Foundation

Naomi Wilkins

Estate of Eugene H. & Angely L. Williams

Christopher Wood

Sharon & Ron Wood

drAytOn HArBOr  
COmES tO liFE FOr lOCAl KidS  
The Puget Sound Restoration Fund and the Drayton Harbor Oyster 
Farm joined forces to pilot a curriculum to get Blaine 5th graders 
out in the field and learning about the importance of preventing 
water pollution as well as healthy ways to harvest shellfish. When 
original funding ended, the Community Foundation stepped in 
with support through a Donor Advised fund. The program lets 
kids help monitor water quality in the area. Learn more about the 
project at www.restorationfund.org.

Donors $500 & oVEr (continued) 

“Oh, that Harvest of the Month program is great!  It got our family to eat kale. We had never tried 
it before, but the kids came home and said they had it at school, and they liked it. So we started 
buying it, and cooking it, and making it into kale chips, and now the kids will even just go eat it 
out of the garden. We took kale chips to a potluck, and everyone said, “Wow, what’s this?” and 
now they are trying kale. This program is like a pebble in a pond.” – Mother of 3
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grAntS $5,000 And OVEr
Alternatives to Hunger .........................................$636,000
American Red Cross - Mt Baker Chapter ..................$7,800
Animals as Natural Therapy .....................................$7,106
ARC of Whatcom County .........................................$9,924
Bellingham Festival of Music ..................................$10,296
Bellingham Public Library ......................................$10,015
Bellingham Public School Foundation .....................$30,124
Bellingham Railway Museum .................................$28,500
Bellingham Whatcom Public Facilities District .........$25,500
Boys & Girls Club of Whatcom County ......................$5,500
Brigadoon Assistance Dogs......................................$5,500
Brigid Collins Family Support Center .......................$11,254
Center for Salish Community Strategies ..................$50,000
Christian Hope Association ....................................$10,358
City of Ferndale (New Ferndale Library) ..................$38,394
Cloud Mountain Farm Center ...............................$326,798
Coal Train Facts ....................................................$12,400
Columbia Legal Services  ......................................$10,000
Common Threads Farm  ........................................$70,000
Community Food Co-Op ........................................$10,000
Ferndale Food Bank ..............................................$12,980
Futurewise Whatcom ...............................................$7,600
Kindering Center  ....................................................$5,000
Kulshan Community Land Trust ..............................$22,900
Lighthouse Mission Ministries ................................$11,500
Lummi Nation School ..............................................$6,200
Lydia Place ...........................................................$11,779
Mount Baker Theatre .............................................$67,406
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association...........$17,988
Nooksack Valley Farmers Cooperative  ...................$25,000
Northwest Agriculture Business Center ...................$90,000
Northwest Economic Council Foundation  .............$125,300
Northwest Youth Services ........................................$9,809
Puget Sound Restoration Fund ...............................$40,000
ReUse Works ........................................................$10,000
Rotary Club of Bellingham Foundation ....................$15,500
Sacred Heart Catholic Church ..................................$9,100
Slow Food USA, Inc., Fourth Corner Chapter .............$5,000
St. Francis Foundation .............................................$6,000
St. Paul’s Episcopal School ....................................$18,850
Surgical Implant Generation Network dba SIGN .........$8,000
The Jazz Project .....................................................$5,000
The Salvation Army .................................................$5,500
The Western Foundation ........................................$25,474
United Way of Whatcom County ...............................$9,500
University of Washington........................................$14,250
Washington State University .....................................$8,000
Western Washington University ..............................$12,500
Whatcom Community College Foundation .................$8,000
Whatcom County Council on Aging .........................$62,517
Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center ......................$14,784
Whatcom Farm Friends ...........................................$6,000
Whatcom Hospice Foundation ..................................$7,000
Whatcom Literacy Council .......................................$6,500
Whatcom Museum of History & Art.........................$12,354
Whatcom Parks & Recreation Foundation ...............$11,060
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra ................................$5,212
WSU Whatcom Extension .........................................$8,722

gEnErOSity + OppOrtunity =  
BrigHtEr FuturES
The cost of higher education is growing dramatically. There 
is more demand than ever from local students seeking 
financial support to help them continue their education 
beyond high school.  Last year the Community Foundation’s 
Bellingham Dollars for Scholars program helped 83 
students begin their college careers. 

mOrE COmmunity At tHE  
BlAinE COmmunity CEntEr
Mel Hollinger, a former teacher, realtor and long time member of the Rotary Club 
of Whatcom County North, is a dedicated Rotarian and a generous community 
supporter. Mel challenged his Club to match his lead gift to the Pavilion at Blaine 
Community Center, an open-air, all-weather addition to the already busy facility 
at 8th and G Streets. The entire community will be able to enjoy the new pavilion 
for a variety of community and family events. Mel and realtor Mike Kent, both 
well known leaders in the Blaine community, co-chair the capital campaign. 
The campaign is also supported by a larger group representing the Blaine Senior 
Center, Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County, City of Blaine and the Community 
Foundation which is serving as the project fiscal sponsor.

SOutH FOrK COmmunity Fund 
Whether you walk, drive, bike, hike or float in 
the South Fork area of the Nooksack River, many 
Whatcom County residents know this Valley 
as home.  With support from the Community 
Foundation’s South Fork Community Fund, the 
South Fork Valley Community Association provides 
opportunities to enhance civic participation and increase communication amoung 
neighbors who often live miles apart. The group continues to expand its network of 
volunteers and provide programs that sustain South Fork Valley families through 
education, entertainment, and economic opportunity.   The endowed South Fork 
Community Fund was established in the year 2000 with proceeds from donated 
real estate which sparked many subsequent gifts to benefit this community.  The 
fund supports effective educational, social and recreational programs, and services 
for children, youth and families to help build community in the South Fork Valley.  

Scholarships Matter

Community Matters



 

maDrona sociEtY  
leaving a legacy for 
Whatcom County

larry Berghoff 
gary & Ann Blanken 
tim & Connie Buckley 
glenn & Janice Butler 
Art & marti Caputi 
Frank & Adrienne Champagne  
mike Cohen & pamela Jons 
Joe & Judy Coons 
Carrie Coppinger Carter 
thomas w. Crowell* 
margaret & marc Curtis 
george & mary Ann drake 
michael durbin* 
lee Eberhardt & mauri ingram 
Katti & david Esp 
marian Exall 
tim & leslie Farris 
roy georgeff* 
Jean gorton 
Brian & marya griffin 
martin & gail Haines 
terry & myra Harmer 
philip Humphries & Cynthia St. Clair 
Brenda-lee Karasik 
daniel Kirkman 
Karl & Edwina Kleeman 
pete & Fidela Kremen 
marge laidlaw & Scott wallace 
Francis Joseph & dorothy lang* 
rick & linda luke 
laurie mcClain 
meg metzger 
Fred & milissa miller 
george w. miller* 
Owen Olsen 
Joyce & John pedlow 
Stephen A. peters 
Bill & Jan polinkus 
Fredericka H. Bond* 
Chuck & dee robinson 
rosenfels Family 
Sibyl w. Sanford 
phyllis & Charlie Self 
genevieve E. Sharp* 
John d. Stephens 
John watts & Joan Casey 
gail weiss & dennis Smith 
naomi wilkins 
Eugene H. & Angely l. williams* 
9 Anonymous 
 
*Deceased

Alternatives to Hunger .........................................$636,000
American Red Cross - Mt Baker Chapter ..................$7,800
Animals as Natural Therapy .....................................$7,106
ARC of Whatcom County .........................................$9,924
Bellingham Festival of Music ..................................$10,296
Bellingham Public Library ......................................$10,015
Bellingham Public School Foundation .....................$30,124
Bellingham Railway Museum .................................$28,500
Bellingham Whatcom Public Facilities District .........$25,500
Boys & Girls Club of Whatcom County ......................$5,500
Brigadoon Assistance Dogs......................................$5,500
Brigid Collins Family Support Center .......................$11,254
Center for Salish Community Strategies ..................$50,000
Christian Hope Association ....................................$10,358
City of Ferndale (New Ferndale Library) ..................$38,394
Cloud Mountain Farm Center ...............................$326,798
Coal Train Facts ....................................................$12,400
Columbia Legal Services  ......................................$10,000
Common Threads Farm  ........................................$70,000
Community Food Co-Op ........................................$10,000
Ferndale Food Bank ..............................................$12,980
Futurewise Whatcom ...............................................$7,600
Kindering Center  ....................................................$5,000
Kulshan Community Land Trust ..............................$22,900
Lighthouse Mission Ministries ................................$11,500
Lummi Nation School ..............................................$6,200
Lydia Place ...........................................................$11,779
Mount Baker Theatre .............................................$67,406
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association...........$17,988
Nooksack Valley Farmers Cooperative  ...................$25,000
Northwest Agriculture Business Center ...................$90,000
Northwest Economic Council Foundation  .............$125,300
Northwest Youth Services ........................................$9,809
Puget Sound Restoration Fund ...............................$40,000
ReUse Works ........................................................$10,000
Rotary Club of Bellingham Foundation ....................$15,500
Sacred Heart Catholic Church ..................................$9,100
Slow Food USA, Inc., Fourth Corner Chapter .............$5,000
St. Francis Foundation .............................................$6,000
St. Paul’s Episcopal School ....................................$18,850
Surgical Implant Generation Network dba SIGN .........$8,000
The Jazz Project .....................................................$5,000
The Salvation Army .................................................$5,500
The Western Foundation ........................................$25,474
United Way of Whatcom County ...............................$9,500
University of Washington........................................$14,250
Washington State University .....................................$8,000
Western Washington University ..............................$12,500
Whatcom Community College Foundation .................$8,000
Whatcom County Council on Aging .........................$62,517
Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center ......................$14,784
Whatcom Farm Friends ...........................................$6,000
Whatcom Hospice Foundation ..................................$7,000
Whatcom Literacy Council .......................................$6,500
Whatcom Museum of History & Art.........................$12,354
Whatcom Parks & Recreation Foundation ...............$11,060
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra ................................$5,212
WSU Whatcom Extension .........................................$8,722

FrAnCiS & dOrOtHy lAng 
After living in Whatcom County for more than 50 years, 
Francis (Frank) & Dorothy Lang left a powerful legacy for our 
community. The Langs gifted a $2.4 million bequest to the 
Community Foundation to benefit the Bellingham Senior 
Center.  The Frances and Dorothy Lang Endowed Fund will 
strengthen the Senior Center for many years to come, primarily 
by supporting the meals programs.  

Dorothy’s family included some of the early settlers of Whatcom 
County, and she grew up in Ferndale. Frank Lang was born to 
an immigrant family in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  He was the 
youngest of eight children. He told many stories of his life as a child during the depression with no 
money and no father. His mother died when he was in his late teens. He started working in a linen 
factory early on to help support his family.

Frank and Dorothy were married for 61 years.  The couple met at a dance in Bellingham, when Frank 
was visiting while on leave from the Whidbey Island Naval Base. Frank was enthralled by the tall 
blonde. It didn’t take long for the romance to become marriage. Frank had already done one tour 
of the Pacific as a navigator on  a PV1 scout airplane. Right after their marriage, Frank was sent on 
another tour in the Pacific. After the war in 1946, they purchased a modest home on Cedarwood, 
where they lived the rest of their lives.

Frank worked at a print shop in Bellingham for many years, and then finished his career at the 
court house as a custodian. Dorothy worked in the Whatcom County Assessor’s office. She was the 
Assistant Assessor for many years. After retirement, Dorothy took one trip a year, usually with the 
senior center. She traveled to Australia, Africa and Europe. Frank felt he had traveled enough in the 
service and stayed home to do what he loved, gardening. Dorothy dearly loved the Senior Center, 
where she met many friends. 

The Lang’s generous hearts will be remembered well beyond their lifetimes as the Senior Center 
continues to help local seniors stay healthy and connected.

EugEnE H.  & AngEly l.  williAmS: A giFt OF truSt
Eugene and Angely Williams were wonderfully generous people. Sadly, we don’t know much more 
about them. What we do know is that their bequest to the Community Foundation is already having 
an impact. The Williams’ left a $1.4 million bequest to three local institutions – PeaceHealth 

St. Joseph Medical Center, Western Washington University and the 
Community Foundation. Their gift came with no strings attached: the 
Williams’ trusted each organization to put their gift to work.

 The Community Foundation Board had the challenging and exciting task 
of determining how best to invest the Williams’ gift in strengthening our 
community and over what time period. We added a portion of the gift 
to the endowments that support our annual grant round, growing the 
pool of funds we have to grant each year. Another portion is supporting 
the Prosperity Initiative and the remainder is helping to build the 

organizational capacity of the Community Foundation in the short and long term.

 Eugene passed away in 2010 and was preceded in death by his wife, Angely. Our only regret is that we 
never had the opportunity to thank the Williams’, at least not in person. We believe that the next best 
thing is to thoughtfully invest their gift in ways that will make a meaningful, lasting difference in the 
community that they clearly loved. 

legacy Matters



 

statEmEnt oF FinanciaL Position 
June 30, 2012 (With Comparative totals for June 30, 2011) 
 
assEts  2012  2011
Current assets
 Cash  $ 4,647,507  $ 4,706,401 
 Pledges receivable-current  49,182  108,328 

 Grants receivable  170,000 — 

total current assets  4,866,689  4,814,729

property and equipment - net  17,855  30,461

Other assets
 Investments  9,980,699  9,861,920

  Note receivable  398,320  333,112

 Pledges receivable-long term 19,376 9,617

 Prepaid expenses  2,440  7,280

 total other assets  10,400,835  10,211,929

tOtAl ASSEtS  $ 15,285,379  $ 15,057,119

LiaBiLitiEs anD nEt assEts
Current liabilities
 Accounts payable and accrued expenses  6,987  9,094

 Grants payable 583,598  182,350

 Funds held for others  1,676,937  1,717,420

 total current liabilities  2,267,522  1,908,864

net assets
 Unrestricted net assets  3,848,686  4,357,009

 Temporarily restricted net assets  2,577,773  2,433,243

 Permanently restricted net assets  6,591,398 6,358,003

tOtAl nEt ASSEtS  13,017,857  13,148,255

totaL LiaBiLitiEs anD nEt assEts  $ 15,285,379  $ 15,057,119
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BoarD oF DirEctors  
Joyce Pedlow | Chair  
Bob Trunek | Vice-Chair 
Kevin DeYoung | Secretary/treasurer 
Jennifer Hine 
Tim Farris 
Julie Johansen* 
Dr. Brenda-Lee Karasik 
Cheryl Macpherson 
Mark McCampbell 
Fred Miller  
Sati Mookherjee 
Erin Schlichting

staFF 
Mauri Ingram | President & CEO 
Pam Muehlhausen | Director of Finance 
Pamela Jons | Director of Advancement & Programs 
Missy Belles | Assistant to the CEO 
Shannon Elmendorf | Special Projects Assistant 

Email: wcf@whatcomcf.org
Web: www.whatcomcf.org
Phone: 360-671-6463
Fax: 360-671-6437

119 Grand Avenue, Suite A
Bellingham, WA 98225

Thanks to our underwriter

Printed on recycled paper.

new Funds of Whatcom community  
Foundation Fiscal Year 2012

Combs-Beglin Fund 
donor advised/non-endowed

Bellingham public library Fund 
designated/non-endowed

Blaine pavilion project Fund 
fiscal sponsorship

Boreas Fund 
donor advised/non-endowed

Coal train Facts Fund 
donor advised/non-endowed

matia Fund 
donor advised/non-endowed

Vonda lynne polinkus memorial Fund 
donor advised/endowed

Sage Fund 
committee advised/non-endowed

Susan and loch trimingham Fund 
donor advised/non-endowed

the whatcom Hills waldorf School Capital Fund 
designated/non-endowed

the whatcom Hills waldorf School legacy Fund 
designated/endowed

*Term Ended October 2011

Whatcom  
Community Foundation


